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1. The core themes of governance – foreign affairs, macroeconomics and 
governmental operations – are the most salient topics for the European Council 
and able to condition the attention to other topics. 
2. Issues outside the category of core themes can gain prominence when wrapped in 
economic references and implications. 
3. Occupying the office of the rotating Presidency does not provide an institutional 
advantage for the member state in turn with respect to determining the overall 
agenda of the European Council. 
4. The European Council is responsive to EU public concerns on matters of crime, 
economics, environment and immigration. 
5. Focusing events caused by human action and those occurring in neighbouring 
countries have a higher chance to appear on the agenda of the European Council 
than natural focusing events and such occurring elsewhere in the world. 
6. While issue diversity on the agenda of the European Council increased over time, 
since the 1990s an oscillatory pattern between more and less broad agendas has 
appeared because of constant rebalancing between responding to multiple 
information signals and the need to focus on priorities. 
7. Attention change in the European Council follows a punctuated equilibrium 
pattern of relative stability interspersed by substantial changes, similar to other 
policy making institutions, but compared to national executives, the European 
Council is much more inclined to ignore topics which at an earlier occasion 
received attention. 
8. Issue character – the structuring inherent dimension of policies – can serve as a 
valuable intermediary step in understanding the rise and fall in political attention 
across a range of topics. 
9. While building a fully-fledged single model of agenda setting might be theoretically 
appealing, separate analyses of different agenda-setting determinants provide more 
parsimonious and straightforward empirical explanations. 
10. The de facto role of the European Council in the European Union’s institutional 
framework is much closer to that of a top executive than one might wish to admit. 
11. Working on a PhD project follows a punctuated equilibrium model of attention 
with the finalisation of the dissertation representing the biggest punctuation. 
